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Arine opening hours
:00 am to 5:00 pm

Kinomiya Shrine holy tree ?

Nationally designated
natural monument

OokuSu

Over 2000 years old, largest tree in Honshu region'
Trunk circumference 23.9 m, height approx. 26 m

Legend of a healthy long life ;
and wishes granted
¢ See the reverse side for more details

Two bows, two claps, and one bow
-Bow deeply twice

- Clap your hands twice at chest he|ght
-Bow deeply once more f

Light-up

GBS
e

Hold up your smartphone
to start A movie about Kin-
omiya Shrine! See the re-
verse side for details.

The spirits inhabiting
the shrine are represented
by 160 lights

From sundown to
~..around 11 pm.~*

‘Benzai Stone

A stone said to be home "i
the spirits of the gods /

Reception,
waiEing room
[ @ Blessing card
IlReception
Approg,12|7 square meters of I . 0 ¢ -
charms = En® . ‘ P G : \ -
Charm'booth | o~ =i W Saikan
z =y i Every year on July 16th,

men who have turned 42
take part in this seaside processmn

come to the
ain shrine firs!

i ————__

};
| :
f S |
| 3 : e

Shrine roof
=

voilev

@ Hall
140 persons,

Blessed wover

Visitors can receive blessed water
For 1,000 yen

10:00 am to 4:30 pm

@Sweet bean soup 6 hot rice drink

Dwec*oly monaged
reSt Stotion
10:00 am to 4:30 pm 16 seats

K\‘\

NalFuku l HORIGUCHI COFFEE

%%*_% Delicious

\ . Lucky sweets, etc. Horiguchi
N coffee

7 Barley flour Beer
Soft-serve ice cream \&

Pg]rgy tvoilev

your body 5

and mind Soba |
Udon |

How to cleanse
your hands

Lucky sweets, etc. 4

@Rinse out your mouth
Wash left hand once more;

As the center of the path, called the
“seichu” is the walkway of the gods,
Please try to walk to the sides. o’

@ Turn the ladle vertically /
Wash the ladle .

JRTokaido Main Line

«Shizuoka Shinkansen Tokyo—
‘ LT} Avami S‘on Eﬁﬂﬁfm

| Kinomiyo Stn. G777 7777 7 7 7 777 7

O

Kashi-no-Ki Soba Restaurant Kinomiya
Kinomiya shop Suzuki Kenkou-pan

® 20 min. walk from Atami Stn.—
Kinomiya ~ Atami Police Stn

Kuwon

+3 min. walk from Kinomiya Stn.




Kinomiya Shrine and Ookusu

The ancient people of Japan believed that gods dwelled in large
natural formations, such as large trees, rocks, and waterfalls, and
performed rituals in front of these natural formations, giving their
thanks and prayers. This was called the Himorogilwasaka faith. As
time progressed, and the culture of buildings advanced, it is believed
that the modern shrine came into existence, with shrine pavilions and
torii gates being constructed. Kinomiya Shrine, located in Atami, was
known as “KinomiyaMyojin” until the end of the Edo period, and was
written as “Ki” (tree) in ancient texts as opposed to the current “Ki”
(come). The shrine was revered as a place to worship the gods that
dwelled in the trees, and nurtured a faith for giving thanks to the trees,
which were a crucial part of ancient lifestyle and culture.

In the past, lightning struck the trees, and in particular, the “2nd
Ookusu” tree is believed to be mostly hollow. However, throughout the
year, the camphor trees become lush with leaves, and given the fact
that even today the tree is still growing, the tree is believed to have
tremendous vitality. Based on the people's wishes to have the tree's
vitality rub off on them, the tree has been worshipped as a Sacred Tree
that grants health and longevity, and grants wishes.

Ookusu Legend

In ancient times, there was a long period where our country did not
have houses like modern times, nor did we have written language,
only speech. During this time, the shrine's forest had seven camphor
trees, chinkapin trees, large trees with small branches, and ferns grow-
ing naturally, which covered the land so that it was dark even during
the day.

However in 1859, at Atami village, the entire village was involved in
the Ooami incident, an incident regarding fishing rights, and as a
means to generate money to cover the lawsuit expenses, five camphor
trees were cut down. When the Ookusu, which still exists today, was
about to be cut down, the moment the logger's saw was about to touch
the trunk, an old man with white hair appeared out of nowhere, and
spread his arms out to block the saw. The saw then broke in two, and
the white-haired old man disappeared. The villagers believed this was
a message from the gods, and decided not to cut the tree down.

This tree is the current Sacred Tree. The ancient people called this
large camphor tree “the tree which we call upon the spirit of the gods
to descend upon”. In other words, as a physical object for the gods to
occupy, and the people would face the spirit of the gods within the
Sacred Tree and honor it as such. Thus, for over 2000 years, the tree
has withstood lightning strikes, storms, and other natural disasters to
this day.

Comparing this large camphor tree to a person, this tree would be like
a wise elder, knowing all there is to know on this Earth. For over 2000

In its long history of over 2000 years, many people have come to this giant camphor to be blessed by
the gods and seek guidance. When you are troubled, or when you want a wish to come true, pray in
front of the giant camphor as it provides a good opportunity to reflect upon yourself. Even today, there
is an unending procession of worshippers who make several pilgrimages to the tree in a year.

Telling the tale of
over 2000 years .

[ Izu-no-Kuni Shrines

Of prayers and thanks 1
The Kinomiya Shrine

T413-0034

Atami Kinomiya Shrine

Shizuoka-ken WebaTel @ Please be aware that any fees for packet transmission Ol
Atami-shi Nishiyama—ch043 S5 E : E when downloading the app or the movie are the & [Rest station]
* ) responsibility of the visitor. 2 Free
Phone: 0557-82-2241 s @ Depending on the model of the phone, image recogni- + .
; e tion or playing movies may require time. Cup of plum tea
WWW. gig RBom Eya O Eﬂ!ﬁ @ E gy . \_ (Some phones may not support these functions.) "4 vuesessseesessnsssns®

One of Japan's foremost power spots

The largest tree in Honshu

Over 2000 years old with a circumference of 23.9m
and a height of approximately 26m

l . 1992 Ministry of the Environment survey
B CSSIHgS Ministry of Education (current Ministry of Education,

7 Culture, Sports Sclence and Technology)
Health and longevity

de5|gnated on, February 28th 1933
Legend states that with one |ap around 'the trfunk
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It does not matter which way y u’ gofaround the trunk.

Choose whichever way after 6ffeiri"n)g up your prayers.
&

years, this tree has not weakened, with its roots embedded deep in the
earth, grasping a giant boulder, the knots of the trunk resembling
rocks, and the life spirit that dwells within the tree increasingly grow-
ing, with its branches sprawling east and west every day. One can even
sense the awesome thing that is the tree's vitality and its resolve to live
eternally. The large camphor is a symbol of perpetual youth and
longevity, as well as good health. Because of the people's wishes to
have the longevity of this 2000 year old tree extend to them, it is
believed that if you circle around the tree, with every lap, your life
extends by one year, and those with wishes will have them granted
with a lap around the tree, garnering lots of believers.

Because the camphor tree is an evergreen tree, the new leaves will
grow, and old leaves will fall off. In other words, the parent leaves
watch as their children grow, and fall to the ground. Thus, this tree
represents the prosperity of our offspring and the nation. It would be a
wondrous thing if we could be like this giant camphor tree, living a
long life with dignity and gravity, living honestly and straight as an
arrow. Even today, this tree has countless visitors from both Japan and
overseas that have been moved by it.

Finally, a poem about the giant camphor by the late Nobutsuna
Sasaki.

“Kinomiya, along with the 2000 year old giant camphor, prays for the
prosperity of the kingdom.”

New green leaves grace the Ookusu tree
i Itis a time overflowing with the power of life

Each year, May 5th is the Ookusu festival

N
1 Download the free app to yoursmartphone t ’ COCOAR

h \ 7 Available on the tLook for the panda mark
' App Store

Search for COCOAR
| Start app

. Hold up your smartphone to the JRTTIED @ ........ %

on the front to view a movie about Bring your smartphone &
Kinomiya Shrine! * with the app downloaded fo ¢

Be soothed by the sounds of traditional gagaku music

[Saryo Houko]




